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Our Savior Lutheran
Church

1105 W. Fern Ave.
McAllen, TX 78501

Worship with us every Sun-
day.

Worship on Sundays at 9:30am and at
11am. We also invite everyone to
worship with us online. You can watch
Sunday’s service on our Facebook
page (Our Savior McAllen—ELCA), and
on our YouTube page. (You can find us
by searching for ‘Our Savior Lutheran
Church McAllen’).

Please stay tuned for further updates .
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Pastor’s Newsletter Article

Pastor Steve

Greetings in Jesus’ Name,

”
!

November is here and people are arriving for worship. We welcome them with open arms.
This month we emphasize that we are Saints and Stewards. We have been set apart by
God to be Holy and to be good Stewards of God’s creation. We do that as the whole com-
munity in Christ. We have been blessed. On the 23rd, we will thank God for all those bless-
ings and renew our calls to follow God’s Son in the ways of truth and justice. Thank all of
you for your willingness and joy in participating in this congregation on our nation’s south-
ern border. It is a unique place in which we live and work and raise our families. We give
thanks in song, prayer, and in sharing our gratitude to God with others for placing us in this
place. “O when the Saints, go marching in. O when the Saints go marching in. Lord, | want
to be in that number when the Saints go marching in




DINNER AND A MOVIE!

Sign up for dinner and a movie in the narthex. Join us Tuesday, November 1st at 5:45pm at
Cowboy Chicken, 1020 W Nolana. We will see the film “| Still Believe” based on a true —life
story of Christian music megastar Jeremy Camp at 7pm in the sanctuary.
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SCRIP INFORMATION
Scrip orders will be placed on 11/16
for delivery on 11/23/22. You can stop by the office during the week to
place your orders or contact Vicki Drews if you have any questions.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY SEPTEMBER 2022

Income for September was $20,282.91 and was more than planned for by +$423. Expenses for September were
$19,907 and were less than the planned expenses by $885. September income of $20,283 less September ex-

penses of $19,907 means we took in more money than we spent by +$376. YTD income of $194,105 less YTD
expenses of $209,442 leaves us with a loss of $15,337. Hopefully as the Winter Texans start returning dona-

tions will increase and we will be able to minimize our year to date loss. Thank you all for mailing in or dropping
off your donations. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

1.




‘This is what we do' to honor a brother

The one-hour visitation/funeral service began at 10:30 on a Thursday morning in
March. By 10:25, folks already were lining up to pay respects. They wore hats and
jackets emblazoned with American Legion, Elks and VFW insignias. They were men
and women, 20-somethings on up to elders with canes. They filled six pages of the
guest book, signing their branch of service along with their names — Navy, Army,
Auir Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as a group of active military members
from a close by military base and members of the local police department also
attended. “We’re all veterans, we’re all brothers and sisters.” “No man 1s left behind.

This 1s what we do.” Said a representative from the Elk’s Lodge.

After the bugler played taps, this young lady who had known this individual ‘as
grandfather’ was amazed by the attendance. Her mother had been a nurse and because
of her nature of helping people, had offered help to her neighbor, who had no
remaining family (the man who the taps had been played). For many years her mother
made sure he had food and rides to doctor appointments. As time passed, the
‘grandfather’ was placed in a nursing home after suffering a stroke, and the young
lady’s mother had died. This young lady continued to visit ‘grandfather’. This 84-year
old veteran died alone. This young lady was the only contact.

At the funeral, the young lady was so overwhelmed when she turned around and the
room was filled with a sea of faces. She hadn’t prepared a eulogy as she didn’t think
anyone would be there to hear what she had to say. But there they were! Men and

women from these Lodges and First Responders. They came because, “This is What
We Do”.

Her own father was “a lifer in the Navy,” so she understood the bonds. What
happened today goes beyond that, though. It wasn’t just about the military. It was
about humanity. “I’m sure there are other people who are buried who have no one
coming to their funeral,” she remarked. “Maybe someone will see this and say, “We
should consider doing this’. That would be wonderful. It meant the world to me.”

She pledged to sift through the guestbook and send thank-you notes to all who
attended. There’s at least one person she won’t be able to reach. Befitting the nature
of the gathering, where the principle trumped the personal, one signature amidst the
list of names said 1t all. It read, simply, “A. Friend.”

Portions taken from a local newspaper and submitted by Wanda Nebiolo



A Budget is a Statement of Faith
What does your church’s annual budget represent?

Is it a proud menu of the hopes, dreams and missionary ministries your congre-
gation wants to accomplish in the year to come?

Or is it a life-support prescription for how the congregation expects to pay the
staff, keep the lights burning, the staff paid and property maintained?

In a workshop when she was stewardship officer for the Episcopal Church, the
late Terry Parsons gave this “Devil’s Dictionary” definition of a church budget:
“It is the means by which we notify the Lord of the limitations we intend to im-
pose on his gifts for the coming year.”

If we view the budget—and present it to our congregations—as an administra-
tive necessity to ensure proper financial management, then we shouldn’t be
surprised to wind up with bare-bones measures that are grudgingly funded. If
funded at all.

But if we present the budget to our congregations as opportunities to invest in
the Reign of God and stretch ourselves to see how much we can do with even
the nickels and dimes God has given us, then the possibilities increase.

In the end, a budget is a statement about how a congregation views the future.
Do your people trust that ours is the God of abundance who rewards faithful
stewards and will stand behind servants who proclaim the Reign of God? If an
outsider looked at your budget, what would he or she conclude about your
congregation’s faith?

And what would be a “God’s Dictionary” definition of a church budget? How
about, “It is the means by which we make the most of the abundance the Lord
is giving us.” Hmmm. That will look nice on the cover of the annual report.

Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard
serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content
editor for www.stewardshipofiife.orq.




I HHE SAILVATION ARNMNY

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE

In November, watch for the tree in the narthex for folks in need of a Christ-
mas blessing. Age and sex of the recipient plus needs or wishes, and sizes
will be on the tag. Remember to NOT wrap the gifts but put into a bag with
the tag attached to the outside of the bag. Date deadline will be announced
as to when the bags have to be returned to church for when they will be
picked up. If you don’t want to shop but want to participate, just write a
check addressed to the Salvation Army for any amount you wish to spend
and give to Vicki Drews or Diane Patrick. A big thank you in advance for your
generosity of those in need!

There will be a group going to the Veterans Clinic on Hackberry November
10th at 10am to deliver between 60-80 handmade red, white, and blue Af-
ghans to honor our Veterans. Thank you to all those who participated in this
project in any way and to those who took the time to make the afghans!

Help support our youth Sunday, November 20th at the LOST Bakesale be-
tween services! LOST Lock in is Friday, November 18th.
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Dear Church Family & Friends: Thank you for you
time, talent, and fellowship in the ministry of ou
church. We feel truly blessed thsat you a® part of this
great mission. Let your heart be your guide. You

]
i You are |

a blessing!

“ BACK HOME; EXPLORING NEW GIFTS
FOROUR FUTURE" GIVING CARD

With reverence and gratitude for God's
blessing, myjour estimated giving is:

giving touches many lives, most of all yourown, forin

giving you find joy and grow in the bving spint o S per .
Christ. We hope you find the suggestions on the oth-
er side hepful Starting: _ Now __January 2023
Our Savior Lutheran Church .
Sign Date

1105 West Fem Awe., McAllen, TX 78501

Freely you have received, fredy give Matt108

e S N S M;w A Step of Faith
. AForward Step °';‘:‘ m Growing in the Spirit of Christ
Together we spread the | To sustain God's work 27230 | Below, ndyour weekly o monthy
Good News through: Find your Presentweekly | § 320 | Income Bhen move (ight to the next
g or monthly giving and, 5 550 | @mount higher than present gving
. : | if possidle, give the 10 ... 1100 e e
Worship Services | sf,f’;“m amount 15 1650 | |INCOME 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 8% | %
o : i $400 | $8/$12/$16 [$20 54 S22
Christian Education One small step, by ol 2 2R w0 | 10/ 15| 20| 25| | u:
who can, will make a 37385 | | w0 |12 18 M| 0| %) &) ec
Miss| ricant difforence 00 | w| 21| 28 35| 42| %8|
Missions & Outreach 9 . 8 — w0 | 18] 24| o 40| @f |
: ‘ ¥ Present Givingisnot | 60 . 6800 w00 | 18] 77| 38| 45| 4| 2] %0)
Fellowship & Activities shown combine amounts: | 19 — 1798 | ™10 |20 0] 40| so| 6| ] %0
If you now give $22,find | 90  99.00 ig 3 gl,g :23::2?3 :g
New opportunities to serve $20 & $2 under Present | 100 . 11000 | | Zo00 mim'swmwm a0
Giving & add Suggested | 720 72000 | | 8000 110]150/200 /260 306 40| 0
Giving together ($24.20) ;% &% 6,000 imi;gg%mmm 0
8000 |160] 400 430 640 | 800
Olnig Swwaesns | 20044000 | | 10,200 (2001300 1420 00 800 800 3¢




November 2022

Dawn Garcia -B

........

Roger Bumham -
B

'-md

h)

Tricia Salinas - B

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Delmar Joe Nelson- B Delmer &Bab Magamté
Austinson - B Austinson -A Gordon Treptow
Stan Johannsen -A
-B
JimDemare-B Kathleen Gene Neiken -B \an & Sarains Babse
Brookover - B Slusser-A Denman-B
Ralland Harion Milam Smith-B
-B
20 Pl 22 23 4 P56
BillMauck -B Bab Smith - B Dua ne Sommer Connie Bonne Baltzer -
Joseph &
Frances
Knolmaier A
9, 2 9,
~7 -8 -9 30 Oct2022 Dec2022
Dy JanetSchwarz - Astnsmin-p | [SMINTES) | SMIWYTES
Hemandez -8 8 LayaPatydo | |23 45678 (45678900
Budeau-A P10 1213UIS NI
161718 19 20 21 22 BY20ANBYU
BWUBWBY 252627282 3131
30 3




November 2022
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12:30 PM 6:00 PM Praise 10:00 AM Adut 11:00 AM First
Ladies Cards Team Practice Bible Study Communion
6:30 PM 1:00 PM Praise Hes
Confirmation & Worship
Class Meeting
7:00 PM Dinner & 6:30 PM
Movie Night Movie Leaming &
Startsat 7, dinner :
5:45 Cowboy Youlh hecting
Chicken
2397'*""""’0'5“9 6:30 PM Church 2:00 PM 4:00 10:00 AM Aduit 9:00AM -11:00
. Council Meeting PM Dave Bible Study AMRGV Band
945AM Sunda Ly
School For Chitiren & ﬁ.:kms_. ii Rehersal
Adus il 11:00 AM First
1030AM Fellowship Paradise Park o reon
1100AM 6:00 PM Praise Class
Contemporary Team Practice
Service
All Saints Sunday

13

14

13

16

1%

18

1

9:30AMWarship 12:30 PM 6:00 PM Choir 10:00 AM Adult 7.00 PM LOST 815AM
Service Ladies Cards Practice Bible Study Ovemight Spanish Service
g:"f"\l’“; SR 6:30 PM 8:00 PM Praise 9:00AM RGV
Cf]“g:;n grAdum glc;gflrmation Team Practice Band Rehersal
—— 9:00 AM Food
Fellowship Pantry
11:00 AM 11:00 AM First
Contemporary Communion
Senvice Class
%S,SQEMW“ sfip 6:30 PM 6:00 PM Happy 9:00AM RGV
2 e Confirmation Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Band Rehersal
School For Chiien & Class Eve Service 9.00AMDecorae
e 7:00 PM Choir for
10:30AM Fellowship Practice Advent/Christmas
1100AM
Cortemporary Sewice 8:00 PM Praise
LOSTBakesale Team Practice
Stewardship Sunday
9:30 AM Worshi 6:30 PM 7:00 PM Choi i B0 e g e
i orship ; i ir
Service Confirmation Practice e RTWIEE i E LT W i 2 2
10:30AM Class 8:00 PM Praise
Felowship Toam Eractice 2 345 6 7 8 45 6 7 8 910
11:00AM 9 101112131415 1112 1314151617
Contemporary 16171819 202122 1819 2021222324
Service 23242526272829 25262728293031
First Sunday of 3031
Advent e Py b Py




Giving Thanks
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